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V. 

(J? Veterans for the Constitution 
^ Williain L. Albracht, Treasurer 
^ P.O. Box 251 
(N East Moline, Illinois, 61244 

"7 and 
O 
^ RobenSchiUing 

367 Avenue of the Cities, Suite D 
East Moline, IL 61244 

Respondents. 
COMPLAINT 

Complainanl files this complaint under 2 U.S.C. § 437g(aXl) against Robert Schilling 

("Schillmg"), and against Veterans for the Constitution, a/k/a Veterans for Schilling and William 

L. Albracht, Treasurer ("Respondents"), requesting that the Federal Election Commisaon 

mvestigate viotatioiis of the Federal Election Campaign Act, as described bdow. 

A. PACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

On mfonnation and belief, Respondem, Veterans fnr lhe ConsiimtiDn, ayparently first 

oiganized as a political committee named "Veterans for Schilling" sometime before April 14, 

2010.' Ag stated on Rcgpondentrf webaite. www.veterana4schining.ortt- their "miagion" ia a 

"united effort to seat Conservative leaders who truly represent the people and do not see the 

Constitution as an obstacle, but a documem that our Founding Fathera mtended 1̂  upheld at all 

* Rapondentar domain ninie. www.veteraM4«hilliny.oig. wis registered on April 14,2010. Seethe WHOIS 
repoiî  included ImcwHh as Attachawai A. 



costs."' Respondents'website also makes dear that they are siq̂ porting Robert Sĉ ^ Mr. 

Schilling is lunnuig for U.S. Congress to represent Illinoiŝ  17th District; he filed his Statement 

of Candidacy with the FEC on February 24,2009. Accoidingly, the word "Schillmg" in 

Respondentŝ  name and webdte refers to a federd candidate, Robert Schilling. 

On infonnation and belief. Respondent, Veterans for the Constitution, have pdd for and 

rg erected at least one billboard in support of Mr. Schilling.̂  As indicated by the date of ceitdn 

^ blog posts concerning fhe biliboanl, it was erected sometune before May 2,2010.' The text of 

eM the Ullboaxd is as follows: "We Swore to DEFEND the Conilitudon. Some of us BLED, some 

of Ul Died. Mr. Hare, the Constitution MATTERS TO US. VeteranR4schilling.org." It is 
Q 
HI 

^ undear whether the billboard includes any additiond text As referenced in the billboard, Mr. 

Hare is Congressman Phil Hare who currently rqiresents Illinois' 17th Congresdond district and 

is Mr. Schilling's opponem in the upcoming dection. 

Thereafter, Respondents held a fondrdser with Mr. Sdiilling.* As described ui a thank 

you letter, sometime before May 7,2010, Respondents hdd a "Lasagna dimier fimdraiser" with 

Mr. Schilling which raised "dmost S13S0" on behdf of Veterans for Schilling.̂  Respondents' 

stated that "the money will go directly to the next Veterans for Schilling biflboard to be erected d 

a spedaHy-targeted venue in the 17th Congresdond District" and that "every donation to 

VatBuns for Sdnlling" goes directly to the cause."' 

'ltflp-7/www.veteraM4aAiningĵ ^ cBMrimtion OMJitmfla«twiled Aimt3.20101 lliesame 
content may also IN viewed on Respondents' componkm webshe, liBp://veti4conrthmiiin.or̂  

* An image of the billboBid is included as Attachment B. 
'SM ||imr;iyffimBlriiff«"«̂  
pmtthiiHBfrhBie/ (last vbited August 3,2010). 
* Snfhe "Evem Aiker-Acllon Report," dated Mfey 7,2010 avaihMe at 
yte//vet«4cimititiitiim.nrBninlMd̂ ê  and hcladed heiewitti as Attachan C. 
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Apparently, on or about May 25,2010, Veterans fiir Sdiilling started operatmg 

simultaneoudy as "Veterans fiir the Constitution."' On infonnation and bdief, on June 1,2010, 

Respondent, Veterans fiir the Constitution, registered as a politicd committee with the FEC 

under that name, but as ofthis date, contmue to operate both www.veta4constitution.org and 

wŵ,v̂?m>rtsd>>ffimm 
*̂  ()n their Jdy (}uaiteriy report filed with the FEC, Respondents only reported recdving 

^ $29.00 in coRlributioiis but listed Sl ,759.13 in "Cash on Hand at Beginmng of Reporting 

^ Period," which aocordus to a note "was inomesdoiBited by individiiils to indivi 

Q fiirmer non-PAC group. The coUected nuinies was used to purchase two (2) billboatils and the 
n 

Sl,759.13 is what was left and moved to the subject PAC on Jiuie 1,2010." 

Thus, the fects demonstrate that Veterans fiir Schilling raised undisclosed, earmarked 

contributions in coordination with Mr. Schilling to fimd billboards expresdy advocating his 

election, had $1,759.13 left over, and only later registered with the Commisdon as a politicd 

committee. 

B. LEGAL ARGUMENT: 

1. Respondents Failed to Rcgbtcr and Report as a FoUHcal Committee in a 
Timely Manner 

The Act defines a "politicd conumttee" as "any committee, chdi, association, or other 

group of persons wfaidi recdves contributions aggregating in excess of $1,000 duriiig a cdendar 

year or whidi makes expenditures aggregatmg in excess of $1,000 durmg a cdendar year." 

2 U.S.C. § 431(4). Any politicd oommittee that makes expenditures aggregding m excess of 

$1,000 durmg a cdendar year itrast file a statement of organization within 10 days of fiirmation 

and nnist file periodic disdosure reports with the FEC. Id, §§ 433,434. 

* SM hnr%ll««H?y«-"̂ ™fĉ ffm<Mlflfl̂  (lut visited August 3.2010). 
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Respondents did not file as a politicd committee with the FEC until June 1,2010. 

However, they organized to support Sdiillingfs campdgn, created a webdte, raised enough 

money to pay fiir two billboards and have $1,759.13 left over, and erected a billboard attacking 

Rqnesentative Hare, dl by the beginning of May 2010. Accordingly, Respondents fiuled to file 

a statement of oiganization within 10 days offimnation as required by the Act. 

^ 2. Respondents Failed to Properly Report their Contributions and 
^ Expenditures 
rsi 
CP Under the Act, a politicd conunittee is required to report dl of its contributions and 
rsi 

^ expenditures. 2 U.S.C. § 434. Aceoiding to thdr own statements to the FEC, Respondents have 

^ rdsed enough money to purchase two billboaids, not to mention the credion of their website an̂  

payments fiir thdr fimdrddng and other activities, and still have $1,759.13 left over. However, 

Respondents have fiuled to property report any of these contributions or expenditures. 

Respondents have refiised to disdose to the public the souree of their fimds or how they are 

bdng spent, as required by law. 
3. Respondents May Have Made and Mr. Schilling May Have Accepted In-

Kind Contributions, Possibly In Excess of the Legd Lfanit 

Under the Act and the Commisdon's regdations, commumcations that are coorduiated 

with a candidate are considered to be in-kind contribudons to that candidate. 11 C.F.R. 

f 10921(a). Public commumcatimis an: conddorod to be cootdinaled if they (1) are "pdd fiir in 

wfade or u part, 1̂  a person othir than that candidate [or] amfaoiized committee"; (2) satisfy one 
of the regdadon's content standards; and (3) satisfy one of the regdation's conduct standards. 11 

C.F.R. f 109.21(a), (b). The content standard is met if, inter alia, a public commumcation 

references a House candidate withm 90 days of an election. 11 C.FJL § 109.21(c). The conduct 

standard is met if, inter alia, the commumcation is created, produced, or distributed at the 



request, suggestion, or assem ofa candidate, authorized coimnittee, politicd party committee or 

agent. M, § 109.21(dXl)- Furthermore, contributions recdved by a politicd committee that are 

earmarked for a spedfic candidate and spent under the direction of the politicd committee, count 

towards the contribution limit of the donor and the politicd committee itself. Id. § 110.6 

Given thdr "Event After-Action Report," it appears that Respondents coordmated with 

^ Mr. SchiUing to rdse fimds spedficdly to pay fiir billboards expressly advocating his election. 
(JO 
rvi 

^ Accordingly, the expense of the billboards appean to be an unreported in-kind contribution to 

^ Mr. Schillmg's campdgn. Also, as Respondents have fiuled to report the source ofthdr fimds or 

'̂  the amoimt of their expenditures fiir the billboards, the Commisdon diould investigate whetiier 
"HI 

such in-kind contributions were nude with fimds fiom prohibited sourcee, or m amounts in 

excess of the Act's contribution liimts. Fiiudly, as the contributions to Respondents were 

earmailced for Mr. Sdiillmg accordmg to the "Evem Afier-Action Report" such contributions 

must count towards the donorsf and Respondents' limits in determiiung whether they made 

contributions in violations of the Act. 

4. Respondents Failed to Comply With the Acf s DiMlaimer RcqniremeDts 

Under the Commisdon's regdations, public conununications by a politicd committee, 

including on an "outdoor advertising fittility" must indude a disdaimer. 11 C.F.R. §§ 100.2S, 

§110.11. For a non-connected committee, the disclaimer must dearly state who pdd fiv die ad; 

the groiip's telephone number, address, or web address; and whetiier or not it was autiiorized by a 

candidaie. Jd. § 110.11(b). Such disdaunen must be presented in a "clear and conspicuous 

manner," and on print commumcations, the disdauner must be sufficient dze to be dearly 
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readable, appear in a box, and be printed ma reasonable degree of color contrast /rf. |§ 

110.11(cXl)̂ ). 

Here, as evidenced firom the picture referenced herem, Reqiondent̂  billboard does not 

contain a disddmer in a "clear and conspicuous manner." On at least one of their billboards. 

Respondents included a disclaimer that stated "Paid fiir by Veterans for the (Constitution." 

IP However, this discldmer violates the (Comniission's regdations because it does not state whether 
0) 
^ or not it was autiiorized by a caididate or include the conunittee's address, telephone number, or 
rM 
O) 

rvi web address. Also, botii ofRespondems'websites dniply say "Vets fiir the Omstitution." These 

2 disclaimeis ore in violation of the (Conunission's regdations because they do not say idiethsr the 

^ webdtes are autiiorized by a candidate, are not in a box, do not include the words "pdd for by," 

aid do not include an address or telqphone number. The Commisdon diodd investigate whether 

dl of Respondents' disclaimera are in viokdon of the law. 
5. Respondents' Committee Name and Website Name Indnde the Name of a 

Candidate that they ore Supporting In Violation of the Law 

Commisdon regulations prohibit a non-connected cominittee fiPom usiiig a caididatê ^ 

name in its own name. See 11 C.F.R. 102.14(a). Commisdon ides also prohibit a non-

connected coDunitlee fiom using a candidate's name in the name of a spedd project, like a 

webdte. U. 102.14(b)(3). 

Hone, Respondents used the name of a federd candidate, Mr. Sdnlling, m heth the name 

of the first iteration of thdr committee, and contmue to do so on their website, 

www.vets4schilliniLorg. and are therefiire ui viohdon of the Commisdon's regulations. 
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C. REQUESTED ACTION 

For the reasons described dxive, we reqiectfiiUy urge the Comniisdon to mvestigate 

violations described herein. We fiirther request thd Respondents be enjomed fiom fiuther 

violations and be fined the maxunum amount permitted by law. 

rsi 
rvj 

RespectfoUy submitted by 

James P. Moody, Complainant, 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me tiiis ̂  dav of /^^«^/ .2010. 

My Commisdon Expires: 

Notaiy 

OPFICMLSBU. 
AMYJSMITH 

NOIMnr PUBUC-STATE QF liMOl 

-7-



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I James P. Moody hereby certify that the foregoing instrument was served upon each of 
the addressees hndnafter set finth by endosing the same m an envdope plaidy addressed to 
each ofthe add addoessas afiSxmg first dass postageifaereto and depositing the same with tiie 
Umted States Mdl at Springfield, nUnds on tiie 2Zaay of August, 2010: 

Veterans for tfie Constitution 
WilUam L Albracht, Treasurer 

CO P.O. Box 251 
(D East Moline, Illinois, 61244 
fM 

^ RobartSdiiUmg 
367 Avenue of the Cities, Sdte D 

^ East MDlme,lL 61244 

o 
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THANK YOUIII Vets 4 Schilling Fundraiser Huge Success 

Veterans ForScMIIIng would like to take this opportunity to thank all who attended, but 
especially the volunteers that made the event possible. So in no particular order, thank you 
Annette, Paula, Mary, Nan, Courtney, Pat H. & Pat S. for donating your time to make the 
Lasagna dinner fundraiser an outstanding event. 

Bobby's remarks to the crowd on hand had everyone up and applauding. It was not oniy a 
iLn testament to Bobby, but to the message he is delivering to the voters of the 17*'*, and that 

message is "enough is enough." The people must again regain control of their government and 
^ let it begin HERE and let it begin NOW. As inspirational and on-target as Bobti/s remarks were, 
O) the true highlight of the evening was the tetter read by Ray Hamilton from Sergeant John Baker, 
^ the Quad Qties* own Medal of Honor recipient (much more on this iater). 

Q The 50/50 drawing was won by the Handel Family of Colona (with the lovely and charming Holly 
HI actually holding the winning ticket). Holly and her family (dominated by Marinesl) donated the 

winnings back to Vets 4 SchillingI Our most sincere thanks to the Handel family... and even the 
Marines. 

Retired Captain Rich "Big Mac" McDonald sent in a $100 donation for the event. Rich lives in 
the Philly area but served shoulder-to-shoulder In heavy combat with Bill Albracht and figures 
this makes him evenl Seriously, Rich is a great American and also wants his country back. 

All In aii, the event raised almost $13501 This money will go directly to the next l^rans For 
5cW///ng billboard to be erected at a specially-targeted venue In the i f^ Congressional District 
So to paraphrase that famous naval hero John Paul Jones, we have nat yet begun toflgiiti We 
now have the momentum and we mean to keep it. 

Remember, every donatkin to Veterans For Schilling goes directly to the cause. There are no 
administrative expenses or fees. Every cent is accounted for and is spent on nothing but getting 
our message out so please send whatever you can whenever you can. 

Ken Moffett Russ Taylor, and Bill Aibnacht 


